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The Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club Inc. encourages the study of natural history and 
supports conservation. People with a range of backgrounds and knowledge are welcome 
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General meetings start at 7:45pm on the first Thursday of the month in the Life Sdence Building 
at the University of Tasmania. Outings are usually held on the following Saturday meeting at'lOam 
outside the main entrance to the Museum in Macquarie Street. 


5 May 


7 May 


2 June 


4 June 


7 July 


Dr Neil Davidson, the Education Officer at the CRC for Hardwood Forestry will talk 
on 'The Eucalypts of Snug Tiers'. Snug Tiers has 17 species of gum tree out of the 
total of 29 species in Tasmania. Neil will discuss ecological factors which influence 
this remarkable diversity in such a small area. 

Neil will lead a circular walk on the top of the Tiers of about 6-7km. (It may be possible to 
shorten this by returning direct to the cars.) We will visit a frost hollow and inspect the 
different species that find, homes in different ecological niches. 

Dr Brain Stait, former lecturer at the Universities of Newfoundland and New Eng¬ 
land, will speak on The palaeobiogeography of Australia and South-east Asia'. In 
particular Brian will present evidence from the distribution of fossil nautiloids and 
trilobites as support for the theory that Australia and South-east Asia were joined. 

Dr Kathy Stait, lecturer in palaeontology at the University of Tasmania, and wife of Brian, 
will lead an excursion to Permian and Triassic sites near Hobart to view fossils. 


Dr Jo Jacka, Principle Research Scientist with the Antarctic Division's Glaciology 
Programme and husband of our treasurer Starola, will present a talk on 'Antarctic 
and Southern Ocean Climate Change, with some implications'. (A fuller description 
of this talk is included in the Bulletin.) 

9 July Jo will take us to the University to view some ice cores from Antarctica in the cold room at the 
Institute of Antarctic and Southern Ocean Studies. 

4 August Mike Comfort, from Parks Wildlife and Heritage, will present a talk on Taspaws, a 

system used to record observations of various wildlife in Tasmania. Full details in the 
next Bulletin. 
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Special note — membership fees 1994 


1 8533 


We have included a memerbship renewal form for those members who apparently have not paid 

their 1994 subscription. If you have already paid please phone treasurer Starola Jacka (ph 31 4230). 














News 


President s Report 

The Natural History of Mt Wellington Adult Education course 
developed some years ago by TasNats was attended by 13 keen 
students over the last month or so. Many of the students were 
originally from interstate and expressed interest in our club as well 
as the course. The committee agreed to apply the tutor's fee to 
TasNats Fauna Survey Group equipment. 

Interest has been expressed in developing natural history projects. 
These would complement our usual activities and work towards a 
specific outcome, usually some sort of publication. Possibilities 
would include guides identifying and providing distribution maps 
for, say, invertebrate groups like spiders (a difficult subject) or 
ants. Some interstate FieldNats have day-groups meeting mid¬ 
week which might tie in with this idea. A somewhat related idea 
that has occurred to me is a series of Natural History Guides to 
Tasmanian Walks. These might include walks like Truganninni, 
Organ Pipes, Cape Hauy, and Lake Judd Tracks and a beach walk 
or two like Marion Bay. Each would point out physical and bo¬ 
tanical features and possible fauna to be encountered. They would 
refer to a published set of track notes for the walk and field guides 
like Plant Identikits and Tasmanian Birds and Butterflies. They 
could start from modest beginnings and develop into a 
publishable form such as a collection for SE Tasmanian or a with a 
theme, say coastal-walk guides. Adopt a track and start looking 
for fungi there now, the committee would like to be deluged with 
such offers ! 

Work is now proceeding actively on the Butterfly Book again. This 
was held up by a problem with the quality of the original colour 
separations and the need to consult with Julie Virtue who was 
away for several months. We are seeking to have the colour sepa¬ 
rations re-done on a different machine. We have also made a few 
alterations to the text which require final checking. We are negoti¬ 
ating with our printer concerning the problems. The result of the 
negotiations will determine the publication date. 


Mammal traps appeal_ 

The committee discussed the use the monies raised from the adult 
education course (about $300) as seed money for the purchase of 
mammal traps. A total of about $1 000 is needed for 50 traps, 
which is the minimum required for a reasonable night's trapping. 
The committee has agreed to appeal to members for donations 
towards further mammal traps. Elliot traps can be sponsored with 
a donation of $25 to the Club. Each donation will be recognised in 
some appropriate way, perhaps with an engraving of your name 
on a trap. You can then follow with interest what animals are 
caught in your trap in the future. Please support this initiative to 
facilitate the worthwhile Club activity of mammal survey. 


New Members ^ 

A special welcome to our new 
members Mr and Mrs GR Ellis 
and John Reid. Members may 
like to know that past-president 
David Ratkowsky has returned 
to Tasmania, and is living in 
York Street again. (How many 
times have you left 'perma¬ 
nently', David?) 


Global warming 

Members will have an opportu¬ 
nity to hear the latest informa¬ 
tion on global warming at the 
July meeting. Dr Jo Jacka has 
provided the following synop¬ 
sis of his talk. 

Studies of long term climate 
change from ice cores extracted 
from the Antarctic Ice Sheet and of 
shorter term climatic change from 
monitoring studies from occupied 
stations in Antarctica and the 
Southern Ocean indicate that, 
since the Industrial Revolution, 
there has been a small but signifi¬ 
cant warming. Associated with the 
warming, there has been a small 
decrease in the extent of sea ice in 
the Southern Ocean. There has also 
been an increase in the concentra¬ 
tion of atmospheric greenhouse 
gasses (illustrated also by the ice 
core data). These changes in cli¬ 
mate and greenhouse gasses are 
very similar in size to those pre¬ 
dicted by the climate models for a 
climate warming as a result of the 
increased greenhouse gas concen¬ 
trations. 

The talk will present the data 
illustrating this climate warming. 
In addition, some implications of 
the warming will be discussed, 
particularly with respect to the 
possibility of an altered vegetation 
regime on Southern Ocean Islands, 
eg Macquarie Island. 
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Adult Education 

Don Hird has organised the 
adult education course Natural 
History ofMt Wellington again. It 
has run over four evenings in 
March and April. Don and Peter 
McQuillan presented the geol¬ 
ogy and climate of the Moun¬ 
tain on the first evening. Phil 
Collier presented the plant 
communities illustrated by 
plant specimens on the second 
evening. Peter presented inver¬ 
tebrate fauna, and Don pre¬ 
sented the vertebrate fauna to 
complete the course. An outing 
to the Mountain was held on 10 
April. 

The Bulletin of the Club 

This year you have me (Phil 
Collier) back as Bulletin Editor 
after my spell on the mainland. 
We can no longer describe the 
Bulletin a supplement to The 
Tasmanian Naturalist, as that will 
now appear annually. For this 
reason the Bulletin takes on a 
slightly more significant role. 
We are fortunate to be able to 
print the Bulletin for minimal 
cost, so there is no excuse for 
keeping it small if we can find 
suitable material for inclusion. 

I believe that the Bulletin 
should include news of Club 
events and personalities. It 
could also include other mate¬ 
rial of interest, the poem by 
Bruce Roberts is an example. 
Please let me know if you have 
any ideas about what should be 
included, or what shouldn't be 
included. Better still why not 
write something for the Bulletin 
yourself? Phone Phil Collier on 
29 6597 (H) with your ideas or 
contributions. 


Recognition of service to the Club 

The committee has recently considered the issue of life member¬ 
ship of the Club. With the relatively small size of the Club and the 
potential drain on finances that could arise from additional life 
members, the committee feels unwilling to offer further life mem¬ 
berships at this time. However it does feel that there is a need to 
have a method for recognising outstanding service to the Club. 
One possibility is to create a medallion, possibly named the 
Michael Sharland Memorial Medallion. No more than one award 
would be made each year. The committee felt that it would be 
appropriate to canvas the advice of existing life members (and 
future medallion holders) as to who, if anyone, would be suitable 
to receive the medallion. On presentation of their medallion, a 
member would be invited to deliver a lecture to a meeting of the 
Club. 

The committee invites all members to consider this proposal. 


Comments may be made to Don 
members of the committee. 

Tee Shirts 

At the Federation meeting Bill 
Flowers from Deloraine dis¬ 
played some tee shirts printed 
with his high-quality designs of 
various Tasmanian animals. 

One design of a platypus is very 
similar to the Club's current 
logo. This was displayed at the 
April general meeting on a 
green tee shirt. It is highly 
appropriate as a Club 'uniform' 
and several members have 
ordered a shirt for themselves. 
We do not plan to apply the 
Club's name to the shirts, the 
design itself is sufficiently 
distinctive. The designs are 
printed on reasonably thick 
shirts that are made in Aus¬ 
tralia. Each shirt is reasonably 
priced at $20 in the sizes S, M, L 
and XL. We plan to put an order 
in after the May general meet¬ 
ing. For further information and 
orders phone Sue Collier on 29 
6597 (H). 


Hird (ph 34 4293) or to other 


Platypus Study 

"In Tasmania, little is known of 
platypus populations, and no 
studies have been carried out in 
the State." (From The Tasmanian 
Conservationist, January 1994.) 

In particular a fungal disease 
which causes skin ulcers, and in 
severe cases death, needs fur¬ 
ther investigation. An investiga¬ 
tion is now to be coordinated by 
Joanne Connolly and David 
Obendorf, Dept of Primary 
Industries and Fisheries, Ani¬ 
mal Health Laboratory, ph 003 
365221, after hours ph 003 
432598. Information requested 
is: 

• Reports of sightings of live 
healthy platypus. 

• Reports of sightings of 
platypus with skin ulcers, 
other injuries or illness. 

• Collections of platypus 
found dead. These should 
be put into a plastic bag and 
frozen as soon as possible. 
Please keep a note of where 
the platypus was found. 











Outing report — Federation meeting hosted by the Deloraf 
Field Naturalists Group Inc. 25-27 March 



Five members of the TasNats 
attended this meeting held at 
Weegena near Deloraine. As 
usual the host club had organ¬ 
ised a high-quality program for 
the weekend. 

On Friday evening Jim Nelson 
showed slides of the projects 
organised by the Deloraine 
Group. They have been very 
successful in studying Tasma¬ 
nia's giant crayfish, Astacopsis 
gouldi, and have much data 
about its distribution and 
growth particularly in the Gog 
Range. The Club is disap¬ 
pointed that its efforts to secure 
a forestry reserve in this area 
are falling on deaf ears. Re¬ 
cently they have started a pro¬ 
gram of learning more about 
the Tasmanian (or Burrows) 
tree frog, Litoria burrowsae. 

Some pictures of outings to 
Birches Inlet illustrated a major 
study site. 

Saturday morning saw the 
Hobart contingent travel to 
Kelcey Tier just south of 
Devonport. Here we were met 
by Peter Sims, spokesperson for 
the Friends of Kelsey Tier. We 
were shown some highlights of 
the Tier, including a track 
which had been officially 
opened only a week earlier. We 
saw many stone aboriginal 
artefacts and an aboriginal 
stone carving. These were of 
high quality in my experience in 
Tasmania. The main issue that 
Peter focussed on was a battle 
between the Friends group on 
one side and the Devonport 
Council and Port Sorell 
Landcare Group on the other 
side. This dispute started quite 
innocently after the failure of a 
works project to remove weeds 


from the Tier, and continued 
through much bitterness and 
eventually media attention to a 
blockade of the reserve by the 
Friends. The whole story was a 
salutary lesson to conservation 
minded people who wish to 
preserve natural values. Finally 
some sort of compromise was 
achieved after considerable 
financial and personal commit¬ 
ment by Peter and the Friends. 

After lunch the Hobart contin¬ 
gent travelled to the Elizabeth 
Town Nursery where we were 
hosted by John Dudley. He has 
a collection of Tasmanian rep¬ 
tiles, specialising in the skinks 
and dragons of Tasmania. It 
was very interesting to compare 
them all in one room and at 
close quarters. 

Back at Wegeena, the Deloraine 
Group then served up a barbe¬ 
cue of home-made burgers 
followed by a wonderful selec¬ 
tion of sweets. 

Next followed the highlight of 
the weekend for me. The group 
Nyet were introduced to us to 
play an hour of poetry, music, 
sounds of nature and didjeridu. 
Composer Ron Nagorcka 
records birds and animals on 
digital tape and then massages 
the recordings with a computer 
into many amazing sounds. To 
this he has added other instru¬ 
ments including didjeridu and 
the poetry of Bruce Roberts to 
make a thoroughly contempo¬ 
rary but certainly interesting 
musical experience. I was im¬ 
mediately a fan of the music, 
others wanted to hear it again to 
be sure, Gilbert felt that out¬ 
doors would have been better. 
Everyone agreed that we had 


experienced some genuine 
Tasmanian talent at work. 
(Other members of the group 
were Megan Cavanagh-Russell 
and Teresa Jordan with Kim 
Clark as sound engineer.) 

Saturday evening concluded 
with 'frog man' Paul 
Swiatkowski from the Deloraine 
group talking to slides of their 
Tasmanian tree frog project. We 
barely needed to be reminded, 
but here again was evidence of 
the tremendous energy of the 
Group, and the valuable scien¬ 
tific results that can still be 
produced by dedicated amateur 
naturalists. 

Sunday morning was devoted 
to the business meeting of the 
Federation, and was notable for 
being the handover of the office 
bearers to the Deloraine Group. 
The new president is Paul 
Swiatkowski, secretary-treas¬ 
urer is Nick Cummings. I am 
still a vice president. 

The weather for the weekend 
was perfect and the company of 
the other field naturalists from 
around the state was stimulat¬ 
ing. A wonderful experience. 

Phil Collier 





limbing the Currawong’s Call 

Bruce Roberts 


The poem in the side bar is by 
Bruce Roberts and was pre¬ 
sented as part of a musical 
composition during the per¬ 
formance by Nyet at the March 
Federation meeting. (See the 
item in this Bulletin for a full 
report.) When performed with 
the music it is an attempt to 
express the feeling of a very 
special place. 

Bruce Roberts (bom Flowerdale, 
Tasmania 1952) began writing 
poetry and prose in the late 70's 
and early 80's, a period in 
which he attended the cultural 
•classrooms of Europe, the Mid¬ 
dle East and Asia. He has a 
poetic determination to reflect 
our own society as it rushes into 
the tariff free mechanics of 
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Currawongs converse through valley mists 
singing the shroud from lake to snowline 
from heath-clothed plateaus and mountain fists 
wings fly mystery without horizon. 

Bells jingle in black throats, cold still 
in the gargle and pump, wingtip to wingtip 
catapulting currawong cries off the Cradle face 
calling time to the climber's tread. 

Drifts spin bluely down each foothole 
air catching colour in its breath, 
white wraps red gaiters coolly squawking 
snow chills chasms about black rocks. 

Diamond clasps freeze decoration 
conifer phyllodes finger greenly. 

Sun runs water down deciduous bark 
windows view, prisms magnify. 

In the hard snow footsteps kick their conquest 
icinq stairways across the smooth face. 


cultural manufacturing. In the 
mid 80's Bruce began writing 
poetry, mindful of performance. 
His work led to several commu¬ 
nity writing residences includ¬ 
ing work at the Food Preservers 
Union leading to publication of 
his poetry book Captive to the 
Process, but more important for 
Nyet, the project Writer in the 
Wilderness at Cradle Mountain 
where he met and collaborated 
with Ron Nagorcka. 

He was awarded an Arts Tas¬ 
mania Writing Fellowship in 
1992 and as a past winner of the 
Warana Short Story Award, 
Banjo Paterson Festival Writing 
Award, Circular Head Festival 
Award, Henry Savery Short 
Story Award. 

He lives and works on a dairy 
farm, his writing imbued by his 
great respect for the earth and 
her cycles; her fragility, her 
exuberance, her kindness and 
her harsh rebuke. 


cool distance calms and beautifies 

steel chipping crystals toe first to achievement 

Ice icons slip anchor from rock spires 
in blue cathedrals, white oceans separate 
ephemeral landscapes from dubbined heels 
stamping worship to the summit step. 

Fear strikes love adrenalin pushes desire 
for command of natural countenance; 
mountains, rivers, lakes, maps identify 
and cairns memorialize the ultimate descents 

to forest margins where hungry bellies lead 
wallaby tails skiing the white carpet, 
ridge to ridge on a buttongrass browse 
to warmer climates beside the tourist cars. 

From Cradle Valley, currawongs wing the walls 
through curiosity and scavenge, 
drifting snowfall to green ballrooms 
loose lichens, pink berries and cold insects. 

Carloads mimic this black bird of the wilderness 
and snatch back edibles from strong beaks. 
Climbers envy the quick ascent and plunge 
from snowstorms, recalling the currawongs carillon. 

© Bruce Roberts, printed here with permission 
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Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club Inc. 
Committee’s Annual Report 1993/4 


At the March 1993 AGM the following office bearers were elected: President Don Hird, Vice 
President Kevin Bonham, Secretary Margaret Mollison, Treasurer Gilbert van Munster, 
Naturalist Editor Rob Taylor, Walks and Talks Genevieve Gates, Librarian Starola Jacka, 
General Committee Members Patti Virtue and Eliza Watkins 

During the past year monthly meetings have attracted an average attendance of 28 people. 
The speakers and outings are shown in the following table. 

Month 

Speaker/Topic 

Outing/Leader 

April 

Debbie Bramich / Pilot Whale Strandings 

Debbie Bramich / Waterfall Bay 

May 

Will Fletcher / Propagation of Tasmanian 
Native Plants 

Will Fletcher / Plants of Tasmania Nursery, 
Ridgeway 

June 

Pat Barwick / Remnant Roadside Vegetation 

Pat Barwick / Hobart Domain and Cambridge 

July 

Sue Anderson / Phytopthera infestation in 
Tasmania 

Patti Virtue / CSIRO Double Helix Club 

August 

Peter Brown / Tasmanian Frog Atlas Project & 
Patti Virtue / Krill Biology 

Patti Virtue / Antarctic Division to view krill 
studies 

September 

Mike Driessen / Barred Bandicoots 

Mike Driessen / South Lea 

October 

Fred Duncan / Swamp Forests of NW Tasmania 

Fred Duncan / Meehan Range 

November 

Greg Blake / Invertebrates of Tasmanian 
Midlands 

Greg Blake/ Wentworth Park 

December 

Members Night 

Don Hird / Mt Wellington & Dru Point 

February 

Bob Patterson 7 Tasmanian Woodland Birds 

Bob Patterson / Tinderbox 


Six committee meetings were held with an average attendance of 7 people. Decisions 
included 

• revision of subscriptions and fees with modest increases implemented for 1994 

• The Tasmanian Naturalist to be issued annually in October rather than quarterly, while 
maintaining quality of articles and total number of pages 

• revision rather than reprinting of Tasmanian Birds 

• lobbying Government on issues such as the Rare & Endangered program, Mt 
Wellington management issues and opposition to the Cable Car proposal. 

TasNats provided the President and Secretary/Treasurer to the Federation of Field 
Naturalists Clubs of Tasmania, and organised the Federation meeting at Bronte Park in 
March (attended by around 40 people). The other meeting at King Island in September 
(hosted by King Island Field Nats) was also a successful and enjoyable weekend. 

The Mammal Survey group was largely in abeyance due to a lack of equipment. We have 
put in several applications for grants for equipment, but these have been unsuccessful. 

After an intensive effort the Butterfly Book manuscript and illustrations was sent to the 
printers in late 1993. Progress is currently impeded by problems with the quality of printed 
illustrations in the page proofs. Negotiations are continuing to overcome this problem. 

The Club ha^ an extended outing to Schouten Island in October. This resulted in an 
extensive report submitted to the Parks and Wildlife Service. 

The committee accepted with regret the retirement of Margaret Mollison and Gilbert van 
Munster. We thank them for their many years of valuable service to the Club. 
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